Adv ertisement

You are here: Sun Home → Collections → Zero Tolerance
Ads by Google

Le Cordon Bleu School
Professional Culinary
Education by Le Cordon
Bleu Culinary Arts School
www.Chefs.com

Zero tolerance? Zero common sense
Our view : Suspensions of tw o lacrosse players over equipm ent used to repair their sticks reflects school
leadership that's afraid to exercise judgm ent
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Talbot County residents are no doubt sleeping easier after the school system used a
policy of zero tolerance for deadly w eapons to crack dow n on tw o high school
lacrosse players w ho w ere caught w ith a small penknife and a lighter used to repair
their sticks. How ever, w e feel it important to w arn them that they still may not be
safe. After all, w e hear that the baseball and softball players bring dozens of long,
aluminum clubs w ith them to games and practices. For that matter, children as young
as kindergarten routinely carry sharp, w ooden sticks, and there are even special
machines in virtually every classroom to hone these "pencils" to murderous points.
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Absurd? Certainly, but not more so than Talbot County Superintendent Karen
Salmon's insistence that the 2-inch pocket knife 17-year-old Graham Dennis had in
his bag w as a criminal offense that could be punished by up to three years in jail,
and that he w as getting off easy w ith just a 10-day suspension (w hich w ould have
to be reported to any colleges he applies to) instead of outright expulsion. And it's certainly no more absurd than the
school board's refusal to hear from the 50 parents w ho attended a meeting to speak on the boys' behalf on the grounds
that it might sw ay their decision on an appeal of the suspension — perish the thought that they might listen to the opinions
of those they are elected to serve.
Kim Hairston, Baltimore Sun
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It's entirely appropriate for Talbot County or any other district to have a policy against deadly w eapons at school. The
problem is in officials' insistence that such a policy prevents them from employing even a modicum of common sense. It is a
problem not limited to Talbot County; too often, those in a position of authority appear scared to exercise judgment for fear
that they w ill be criticized and instead seem to w ish that every conceivable situation they encounter might be addressed
by inviolable rules that they can simply follow . This tendency is abetted by another common dodge, w hich is a policy
against publicly discussing disciplinary or personnel actions. What sounds like a measure to protect the reputation of the
accused instead w inds up as a w ay for those in positions of authority to avoid the embarrassment of attempting to explain
the inexplicable.
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